&,

2
X =
%ﬁz
N
\ R

o,
&

United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 10 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 154

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2008

No. 57

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 10, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Whether the darkness is fear, anx-
iety, prejudice, or mere confusion,
wake us with Your dawn, O Lord.

Free us, that we may be children of
light; bold in faith, humble in truth,
and loving in service.

Empower us to reach out to all our
brothers and sisters across this Nation.

May we walk with compassion, envel-
oped with the sense of unity as we ap-
proach a new day of universal under-
standing.

Lord, make us all heralds of good
news, whether richly blessed or hum-
bled by need. For You can strengthen
us by the sheer determination to build
Your kingdom with the help of one an-
other, both now and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote

on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from California (Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia led the Pledge of Allegiance as
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

—————

THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM
SHOULD END IMPRISONMENT,
DETENTION AND HARASSMENT
OF SIGNERS OF MANIFESTO ON
FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY FOR
VIETNAM

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission

to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 1089, which I
introduced on Tuesday, calling for an
end to the Vietnamese Government’s
imprisonment, detention and harass-
ment of those who signed the Mani-
festo on Freedom and Democracy For
Vietnam.

On April 8, 2006, 118 Vietnamese citi-
zens signed a manifesto in support of
peaceful action to bring democracy and
basic human rights to the Vietnamese
people. Thousands of Vietnamese peo-
ple have since signed this document,
refusing to be silent while their gov-
ernment continues to violate their
human rights. In retaliation, the Gov-
ernment of Vietnam has jailed, de-
tained and harassed those brave people.

I introduced this important resolu-
tion to mark the 2-year anniversary of
the original signing of the manifesto
and to highlight the ongoing human
rights atrocities in Vietnam.

Not only does my resolution call on
the Government of Vietnam to release
peaceful advocates, but it also asks our
State Department to establish a list of
Countries of Particular Concern based
on human rights violations, which
would hold nations like Vietnam ac-
countable.

————

PAYTON POE ALEXANDER—NEW
TEXAN

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the miracle of
birth is a remarkable, happy event.
None of us pick our parents or the
place from which we come. The good
Lord makes those decisions, and some
of us have the fortune of being born in
America.

Yesterday, April 9, at 10:28 a.m. in
the central Texas town of Waco, an-
other child took his first breath of the
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